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The beaver marsh is essentially in downtown Durham, and
non-native species such mimosa, Japanese honeysuckle, and
garlic mustard are common, but the site also has a diverse
array of native plants. These include crossvines, lizard’s tail,
buttonbush, marsh mallow, elderberry, goldenrods, thor-
oughworts, jewelweed, red maples, and river birches, as well
as the less common and more unusual native plants like
devil’s walking stick, netted chain fern, and sensitive fern. 

Wetlands provide a wonderful habitat for birds, and over 75
species of migratory and resident birds have been spotted at
the beaver marsh. Hooded mergansers, ruby-throated hum-
mingbirds, barn, tree, and rough-winged swallows, pro-
thonotary warblers, green and great blue herons, brown
thrashers, gray catbirds, northern flickers, red-winged black-
birds, white-throated sparrows, red-headed woodpeckers, red-
shouldered hawks, belted kingfishers, common loons, feral
ducks, and ringbilled gulls have all been spotted at the site. 

A variety of mammals also seek food supplies and shelter at
the beaver marsh.  This includes wild turkey, white-tail deer,
and of course the beavers whose dams created the pond and
wetland. Visitors have also identified at least ten species each
of dragonflies and damselflies, as well as five species of frog. 

So how did ECWA acquire the land? The landowner, the
Dilweg Companies, had seen various plans for developing
the property fall through, including a plan to build 120
apartment units on the upland area. So ECWA approached
Anthony Dilweg about conserving the land by selling it to
ECWA as a “bargain sale” that provides tax benefits to the
seller, and Anthony agreed to make the sale for well under
half of the assessed value if ECWA could find the funds to
make the purchase. The main funding for the purchase was
provided by North Carolina’s Clean Water Management
Trust Fund (CWMTF), with the City of Raleigh’s Upper
Neuse Clean Water Initiative (UNCWI) also providing a
significant contribution. 

The list below includes just a few key partners and supporters
to whom ECWA offers a giant round of applause for making
this success possible: 

Anthony Dilweg, the landowner, for agreeing to an incred-
ible bargain sale; 
CWMTF and UNCWI for contributions of purchase funds;
The tireless board and wonderful members of ECWA;
The City of Durham Parks & Recreation and Storm water
Departments for their concern for and provision of letters
of support to the CWMTF in protection of the beaver marsh;
Every one of the countless individuals, businesses, and or-
ganizations that braved heat and cold and ticks and trash to
invest in the future of the beautiful site of the beaver marsh. 

At present the best access to the middle of the marsh is from
the large City sewer pipes that run through the property.
ECWA hopes eventually to provide access to the beaver
marsh through newly constructed boardwalks—in fact, one
suggestion is to make use of two parallel sewer pipes to sup-
port a boardwalk, if the City staff will allow that. 

ECWA has also purchased a beautiful 2.65-acre floodplain
parcel on Shoccoree Drive with a conservation easement on
the adjoining 2.12-acre parcel. The floodplain parcel con-
tains what ECWA members often refer to as the “Ellerbe
Creek Gorge”: the lovely cascading reach of the creek that
graces the front of our brochure. This land will not be open
to the public, since the landowners will continue to reside
in their home on the easement parcel, but the water quality
benefits offered by the intact floodplain and mature hard-
wood forest will now be protected in perpetuity. WHHNA
and ECWA thank the owners, Mary June and Gyula
Mago, for their patience with a slow negotiation and acqui-
sition process, and Upper Neuse Clean Water Initiative for
purchase funds. 

To read more interesting facts and to see photos of the
beaver marsh and other ECWA sites, go to www.ellerbe-
creek.org. If you would like to join ECWA on a tour of the
wetland this spring, or if you have questions or comments,
please contact Larry Brockman (larry@ellerbecreek.org). Fi-
nally, please consider joining ECWA as a member and/or
supporting ECWA financially, so we are able to continue to
advocate strongly on issues such as land preservation, water
quality, and connecting people to the outdoors. To donate
to ECWA or join as a member, send in the attached form or
go to www.ellerbecreek.org. 



Canada Goose Cope’s Gray Tree Frog

View from the east

Beaver baitGreen Frog

At the Beaver Marsh
Photos by Josh Rose
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Ellerbe Creek Restoration to Begin
September 2009

In our last newsletter we announced that the NC Clean
Water Management Trust Fund had awarded ECWA
$416,000 to restore a 0.7 mile reach of Ellerbe Creek be-
tween Albany Street and Interstate 85. In this newsletter,
we’re excited to let you know that the project will begin in
late August 2009. 

The majority of the restoration will occur in the 17-Acre
Wood Preserve, with the remainder occurring on the por-
tion of the creek between Guess Road and Interstate 85. In
addition to improving water quality and stream appearance,
the high visibility of the site will help us promote improved
stewardship of the creek and maximize the environmental
and recreational assets of the site.

When complete, the restoration will stabilize creek banks,
reduce erosion, and drastically reduce suspended sediment
loads. The project will also help decrease storm flow veloc-
ity, improve the quality of vegetation on stream banks, and
improve habitat for aquatic life. Last, but not least, the bank
stabilization component of the project will help protect the
stretch of city greenway located adjacent to the creek and
ensure that residents can continue to enjoy this much-used
and much-valued amenity. 

ECWA is planning a public information meeting where
ECWA staff, board members, and representatives from
Baker Engineering, the firm overseeing final design and con-
struction, will provide more in-depth information and answer
any questions you may have. The meeting will be scheduled
in late spring or summer, with plenty of advance notice. We
look forward to speaking with you about this long-awaited
project and will update you as soon as the date is set. 

Linking Garlic Mustard and 
Earth Day

Ironically, I saw my first Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata)
plant on Earth Day. It was at an ECWA workday at Pearl
Mill Preserve. Joanne Abel pointed out the stalk of white
blooms on the bank of the creek. In bloom, you just can’t
miss it.  

So, although it is “handy” to have an event to easily remind
me when Garlic Mustard begins blooming, I’m not so fond
of connecting the two disparate things together. Earth Day
celebrates individuals and communities preserving, protect-
ing, and restoring our natural heritage. Garlic Mustard, an
exotic invasive plant, can quickly devastate a woodland
stream habitat if it gets established.

In North Carolina, there are only a handful of known pop-
ulations of Garlic Mustard, which makes stopping its spread
more immediate and more doable than many of our more
pervasive invasive plants. We luckily do not have the large
and widespread infestations found in the Midwest and
Northeast—yet. That’s what makes our effort to eradicate
the Ellerbe Creek population both critical and possible. To
the best of our knowledge at this time “our” Garlic Mustard
begins on the small branch just northeast of the Trinity Ave.
and Duke St. intersection. Downstream, it has spread past
Pearl Mill Preserve and the Beaver Pond. Discouragingly,
last year we found it further east downstream, just north of
ECWA’s Glennstone Preserve. Although we have not found
it east of Glenn Rd., we are concerned by its close proximity
to Falls Lake which could result in its spread down the
Neuse River. 
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Because, to the best of our knowledge, Garlic Mustard in
Durham County is at this time limited to Ellerbe Creek, it
falls to us to get the word out to other, bigger agencies and
organizations. That, it turns out, is no easy task. Besides
pulling it, last year we made our first map. Just recently we
gave that map to the North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission biologists (NCWRC leases and manages the
land on Ellerbe Creek below Glennstone Preserve.) They had
been previously unaware that Garlic Mustard was there. This
year, as we continue to pull, we plan to make better maps
with Google Earth, Plant Stalkers, and use of GPS. We are
also researching other sources of financial and physical help.
Another goal is to officially register a pressed plant specimen
with UNC’s Herbarium and obtain a Durham County entry
in Weakley’s Flora (the official state listing of plants and
their distribution). We are a small group, with limited re-
sources. What we do and accomplish now can make a big
difference to the future of our states wildlife habitat.

If you’d like to help, or know of contacts that could be help-
ful, you can email me: cynthie@ellerbecreek.org.

Joint fundraiser scheduled!
In Concert at The Scrap Exchange

548 Foster Street, Durham NC
Saturday evening, May 30th (time TBA)

Admission: $10
ELLEN CIOMPI at the microphone
GLENN MEHRBACH at the piano

Sing One For the Beavers, an evening of comedy and
cabaret in support of Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association
and the 5th Annual Beaver Queen Festival. 

Come listen to the Triangle’s most exciting, experienced,
ebullient, and waterlogged cabaret performers, with special
guest appearance by Beaver Streisand, who will be performing
her signature tune, “Beavers…beavers who need beavers.”
Don’t miss this special evening—a “dam” good time is guar-
anteed for all! 

Seats are limited.  Call the Scrap Exchange
to reserve your seat, 919.688.6960.

Keep the Lodge Clean
Join the Scrap Exchange and Keep Durham Beautiful  for a
Beaver Pond Clean Up on Saturday, May 30th, from 10 a.m.
until noon. Meet behind Compare Foods, 2000 Avondale
Drive, Durham. Contact Ann Woodward at 919.688.6960
for more info. 

Memorial Day Hike
Join us for the Annual Memorial Day Heron Rookery Hike 
Again this year we will have two hikes to the heron rookery
(nesting area) on Memorial Day—we will gather at 7:30 am
for our first hike, led by Tom Driscoll. We will walk slowly
to the heron rookery, identifying birds along the way.  It is
a half-mile hike one way to the rookery and is a little rough
in places, so you should wear hiking boots and bring bug
spray. For those of you who don't get up with the birds a sec-
ond walk will start at 9:30 am. There will be fewer birds around,
but the herons will be coming and going all day, tending to
their chicks. Please bring a pair of binoculars if you have
them; if not, ECWA will have several pairs to share. We will
meet at the Glennstone Nature Preserve entrance next to
the wetland detention pond. For directions, go to ECWA’s
website, www.ellerbecreek.org.

Attendance will be limited to minimize the disturbance of
the nesting herons. To sign up, or if you have questions,
please email Leslie: leslie@ellerbecreek.org.
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EWCA Members and Sponsors

Thanks!
Thanks also to Duke-Durham Neighborhood Partnership for support in printing this newsletter

New and Renewing Members 
Joanne Abel and Rama Mills
Clare and Sally Adkin
Mark Ambrose
Sally and Paul Austin
Andrew and Caelia Bingham
Elizabeth Blair and Dale Evarts 
Nancy Blood and Cathy Chandler
Julia Borbely-Brown 
Fred Broadwell
Priscilla Burcham
Marilyn Butler 
Candace Carraway
Michael Case and Lewis Dancy
Steve and Edie Cohn
Ted and Helen Compton
Ellen Cooper and Peter Harrell
Michelle Derose
Kathleen Duval and Martin
Heather and Ben Fisher 
Dale Gaddis
Ben Gilbert and Lynn Dressler
Susan N. Havrilesky
Margie Hattori, Stan Abel and Emi
Bob Healy
David Heist
Steve Hiltner
Bill Holman
Warren, Amy, Richard & Ian Johnson
Jason Jones
Dan Kaplan and Marian Abernathy 
Bob Kucera
Juliann Lanser
Ray and Gerry Larson
Bryce Little 
Mary Lyons
Mary June Mago
Zermeena Marshall
Page McCullough
Mary Anne McDonald

Jennifer McGovern
Dean and Kay Michaels
Jeff  Miller
Frank and Ginny Neelon
David and Sarah Nevill 
Billy B. Olive
Coin Page
Fred Parham
Joan Peck
Neil Prose and Rhonda Klevansky 
Barry and Claire Ragin 
Ann Marie Rasmussen
Mary Jane Rivers 
Mary Ann Rood 
Joel & Aileen Ross
John Schelp
Karen Russell and John Farnum  
Chad Schoen
Lorisa Seibel and Ron Grunwald
Mike and Cheryl Shiflett
Anne Slifkin and Michael Freemark 
Barbara Smalley
Alan & Erica Stone
Clarke Thacher
Lee Ann and Larry Tilley
Susan Trabka 
Rah Trost
Tony and Sandra Tschopp
Ivan Urlaub
Jean-Mary & Lizbeth Videau
Retta, Cassidy, Katelin Walpole
Rob Walpole
Margot Ward and April Walton
Mike and Sara Woodard
Rick and Kathryn Zechman

In honor of Rachael Derello and 
Theo Luebke’s marriage:
Chuck Eppinette and Carol Anderson

Donations and Foundations
Trigiving Giving Circle
The Frances Lynn Fund of the Triangle

Community Foundation

Support our Business Sponsors:

ACCENT HARDWOOD FLOORING
426 Morris St., Durham, NC 27701
(919) 682-3941

ACME PLUMBING
P.O. Box 2288, Durham, NC 27702
(919) 479-3108

AMERICAN LABOR
Mike Shifflett, President
1308 Broad St., Durham, NC 27705
(800) 424-0443

THE BROAD STREET CAFE
1116 Broad St., Durham, NC 27705
(919) 416-9707

DURHAM COCA-COLA
Bottling Company
3214 Hillsborough Rd., Durham, NC 27705
(919) 383-1531 (919) 929-1200

G. CRABTREE HOME BUILDING
1507 Tyler Ct., Durham, NC 27701
(919) 956-5603

JIM FINCH, MD & JANE FINCH, LCSW
910 Broad St., Durham, NC 27705
(919) 416-4800

GREENFIRE DEVELOPMENT
PO Box 3658, Durham, NC 27702
(919) 667-9770

NINTH STREET BAKERY
136 E. Chapel Hill St., Durham, NC 27701
(919) 286-0303

STONE BROTHERS AND BYRD
700 Washington St., Durham, NC 27701
(919) 682-1311

VAGUELY REMINISCENT
728 Ninth St., Durham, NC 27705
(919) 286-3911

WHOLE FOODS DURHAM
621 Broad St., Durham, NC 27705
(919) 286-2290
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ELLERBE CREEK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ______________________________________  E-mail __________________________________________________

Ellerbe Creek 
Watershed Association
P.O. Box 2679
Durham, NC 27705-2579

ECWA Office Phone Number: 919-698-8161. Membership fees and donations are tax deductible. Financial information about this organization
and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Section at 1-888-830-4989. The license is not an endorsement by the State.

Three Ways to Support ECWA

1. Online: Go to www.ellerbecreek.org,
click on the Network for Good
logo, and follow the instructions.

2. Regular Mail: Fill out this form and mail it to:
ECWA 
P.O. Box 2679
Durham, NC 27705-2679

3. Volunteer: Email our Membership Coordi-
nator at jabel@nc.rr.com, or call
us at 682-9196.

Choose your membership level

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

o $25 – Individual    � o $40 – Family

ADVANCED MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 
Help support much needed staff positions and programs!

o $75      o $100     o $250     $ _____________




